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Four COMESA Countries Record Increases in New Covid-19 Cases

Recent data compiled by the COMESA Early Warning System (COMWARN) indicates that four countries in the region have recorded
increases in the number of new COVID 19 cases. This is despite the majority of the Member States having continued to put in place
stringent measures to contain the spread of the pandemic. In the last five days, Tunisia has recorded 8,014 new cases, Libya 4,308,
Ethiopia 4,241 and Kenya 1,712.
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The new record in Tunisia represents a 32.65% increase and it should be noted that Tunisia was among the first countries in the
region to put in place stringent measures that helped to contain the COVID-19 pandemic. However, the new surge in the numbers
can be attributed to the opening up of borders and allowing tourism activities to resume. Non-adherence to preventive measures
such as social distancing and wearing of masks has also contributed.

This has prompted the Government to reintroduce night curfews starting on 8th October 2020 from 9pm to 5am during weekdays
and 7pm to 5am during weekends in the Greater Tunis governorates of Tunis, Ben Arous, Ariana and Manouba. As part of additional
measures to curb the continued increase in cases, weekly markets and Friday prayer meetings (Juma'a) have been prohibited
whilst cafes and restaurants will no longer serve dine-in customers. The south-eastern province of Gabes has also significantly
been affected by the surge of new cases. Of the total new cases (8,014), 9.98% were recorded in Gabes province. There is fear

that if the numbers of new cases continue to increase in Gabes province, then it is likely to overwhelm the health systems of the
province.

Biweekly confirmed COVID-19 cases, Mar 24, 2020 to Oct 13, 2020

Biweekly confirmed cases refer to the cumulative number of confirmed cases over the previous bwo weeks.
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Libya has also experienced rapid escalation of COVID-19 cases in the past five days. The rapid increase in Libya, mainly in Tripoli
and Sebha is linked to community transmission. Contact tracing has also remained a challenge and this has been exacerbated by
stigma and insecurity. The stigma associated with COVID-19 has made it difficult for those affected to openly seek medical care
and the patients are also unwilling to disclose the names of persons they would have come into close contact with. The ongoing
civil war has also adversely affected health service delivery as most of the health infrastructure has been destroyed. In addition,
the civil war has led to massive internal displacement leading to the emergence of IDP camps that also face challenges of social
distancing, access to proper sanitation, adequate testing and treatment facilities.

Biweekly confirmed COVID-19 cases, Apr 7, 2020 to Oct 13, 2020 m

Biweekly confirmed cases refer to the cumulative number of confirmed cases over the previous two weeks.
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Recent COVID-19 data compiled by COMWARN indicate that Ethiopia experienced an increase of 5.24% in the last five days. While
the high increase is significantly reduced when normalized by the population, the continued increase of the new cases, if not
contained, may pose a health security risk. The recent increase of the new numbers could be linked to non-adherence to COVID-19
preventive health measures and the opening of the country’s economic sectors such as tourism.

Biweekly confirmed cases refer to the cumulative number of confirmed cases over the previous two weeks. T
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While the daily recorded new COVID-19 cases for Kenya had significantly reduced in September 2020, which prompted the
Government to open the economy and educational facilities, recent data compiled by COMWARN indicate that the number of new
cases has been increasing in the past few days. The main factor for the increase in cases is due to non-adherence to COVID-19
prevention measures. The highest numbers of new cases were reported in Nairobi (157), Bungoma (118), Nakuru (48), Turkana
(41), Mombasa (33) and Kilifi (31) counties.

Biweekly confirmed cases refer to the cumulative number of confirmed cases over the previous two weeks. W—

8,000

6,000

4,000

Kenya

2,000

0
Mar 27. 2020 Aor 30 Jun 19 Aua 8 Oct 13. 2020



Summary of Regional Figures as of 13th October 2020

Country % Increase  Total Total Cases/ Tests/ TotalRe- Total Deaths/ Recovery Total
of new Tests 1M pop 1M pop covered Deaths 1M pop Rate Active
cases Cases

Burundi 525 10 1.94% 37,522 44 3,130 472 1 0.08 89.9% 52

Comoros 495 4 0.81% 566 475 7 8 95.96% 13

Djibouti 5,426 3 0.06% 80,269 5,470 80,915 5,360 61 61 98.78% 5

DR Congo 10,868 64 0.59% 120 10,249 276 3 94.30% 343

Egypt 104,648 613 0.59% 135,000 1,017 1,312 97,743 6,062 59 93.40% 843

Eritrea 414 16 4.02% 116 372 89.86% 42

Eswatini 5,683 66 1.18% 45,570 4,884 39,165 5,322 113 97 93.65% 248

Ethiopia 85,136 4,241 5.24% 1,356,630 736 11,721 38,904 1,301 11 45.70% 44,931

Kenya 41,619 1,712 4.29% 593,199 769 10,965 32,000 777 14 76.89% 8,842

Libya 43,821 4,308 10.90% 250,914 6,353 36,378 24,466 644 93 55.83% 18,711

Madagascar 16,726 93 0.56% 75,210 600 2,697 16,081 237 8 96.14% 408

Malawi 5,824 21 0.36% 56,034 302 2,908 4,659 180 9 80.00% 985

Mauritius 404 9 2.28% 253,248 318 199,036 359 10 8 88.86% 35

Rwanda 4,905 22 0.45% 521,137 376 39,963 3,877 32 2 79.04% 996

Seychelles 148 0 0.00% 5,200 1,502 52,782 144 97.30% 4

Somalia 3,864 119 3.18% 241 3,089 99 6 79.94% 676

Sudan 13,691 23 0.17% 310 6,764 836 19 49.40% 6,091

Tunisia 32,556 8,014 32.65% 276,002 2,747 23,285 5,032 478 40 15.46% 27,046

Uganda 9,864 604 6.52% 508,899 214 11,031 6,109 94 2 61.93% 3,661

Zambia 15,549 325 2.13% 188,804 839 10,192 14,682 345 19 94.42% 522

Zimbabwe 8,021 102 1.29% 161,525 537 10,824 7,627 230 15 95.09% 164

AGGREGATES 410,187 4,545,163 283,786 11,783 114,618

Source: World Health Organisation, Worldometer, Johns Hopkins University (compiled by COMWARN)



@ COMESA SECRETARIAT
COMESA Center
Ben Bella Road
P.O. Box 30051. Lusaka, Zambia

+260 211 229 725

www.comesa.int
info@comesa.int
@ facebook.com/COMESA/

@twitter.com/comesa_lusaka



