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JOINT PRESS RELEASE 

 

COMESA Sub-delegates Upgrading of Chirundu Border Post to 

Zimbabwe Worth €4.1million  

 

Friday, February 26, 2021: COMESA and Zimbabwe have signed an agreement that sub-delegates 

the implementation of Coordinated Border Management activities, Trade and Transport Facilitation 

programme at the Chirundu border post.  

 

The sub-delegated activities are worth Euro 4.1 million to support upgrading of priority cross-border 

infrastructure and equipment at Chirundu border between Zimbabwe and Zambia. This is part of the 

EUR 48 million Trade Facilitation Programme (TFP), financed under the 11th European 

Development Fund (11 EDF) from the European Union (EU) to COMESA. 

 

The TFP has five key result areas focused on deepening regional integration, improving inclusive 

regional economic growth and enhancing the competitiveness of the COMESA region. 

 

COMESA Secretary General, Ms Chileshe Kapwepwe, and the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs and International Trade Zimbabwe, Ambassador James Manzou, separately signed 

the sub-delegation agreement in Lusaka and Harare this week. 

 

Ambassador Manzou stated that the signing of the sub-delegation agreement came after an 

assessment of existing challenges, conducted at the targeted border post, in early 2020. He thanked 

the EU for the support rendered under the programme through COMESA Secretariat to improve the 

facilitation of trade at Chirundu border post.  
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“He added:  “The support is a testimony of the continued and strengthened collaboration between 

Zimbabwe and the European Union.” 

 

Ambassador Manzou explained that the modalities of implementation of the sub-delegated activities 

envisage the beneficiary member state, taking ownership and lead in the implementation of the 

activities, in line with the EDF procurement procedures.  

 

“The benefits for sub-delegation are that the Zimbabwe Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International 

Trade and beneficiary border agencies in Zimbabwe will improve their own systems. It is also an 

opportunity to upgrade the border infrastructures on the basis that the Ministry is best placed to 

understand the challenges and provide the best decisions of mitigating these challenges,” the 

COMESA Secretary General said. 

 

She added that COMESA will facilitate financial, logistical and administrative processes. The funds 

will also support capacity building for stakeholders on innovative and state of the art border 

operations.  In addition, Ethiopia will implement an awareness campaign on border information 

targeting customs cooperation and trade facilitation instruments. 

 

“The desire of the Zimbabwean Government is to build on current trade facilitation efforts through 

programmes, such as the COMESA EDF 11 Trade Facilitation Project,” the Permanent Secretary 

said. “The interventions at the border post are expected to enhance efficiency and ultimately reduce 

the cost of doing business. The support is, therefore, timely as Zimbabwe grapples with the negative 

effects of the COVID-19 Pandemic.” 

 

Mr. Jacek Jankowski, Ambassador of the European Union to Zambia and Special Representative to 

COMESA affirmed thus: “The European Union applauds the signing of the agreement between 

Zambia and Zimbabwe as it showcases a regional partnership which will strengthen trade facilitation 

in the region.”  

He added, “The EU and its member states are keen to share their experiences from our own common 

market integration to steadily improve connectivity and regional integration in Africa.” 
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Mr. Timo Olkkonen, the Ambassador of the European Union to Zimbabwe observed that: “All 

countries in the region have a lot to benefit from deepened regional integration and increased trade. 

Economies of scale matter. Zimbabwe will benefit directly from trade facilitation and easier access 

across borders,” he noted. 

 

The following are links to the 11th EDF programmes: 

 

- https://twitter.com/ComesaEu 

- https://www.linkedin.com/in/eu-comesa-trade-and-business-bba9701b6/ 

- https://www.facebook.com/EU-Comesa-Trade-Business-101295638453398 

- https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCI4K34NDUOG3ydk0NlGJFKQ 

 

Contacts: 

Ms Mshuka Kamwela, EDF Programme Manager, COMESA Secretariat, mkamwela@comesa.int; 

Mr. Joseph Silavwe, Project Manager, EU Delegation, joseph.silavwe@eeas.europa.eu; 

Ms Christiane Haziyo, Programme Officer, EU Delegation, Christiane.haziyo@eeas.europa.eu  

 

Mwangi Gakunga 

Head - Corporate Communications 

COMESA Secretariat   

Email: mgakunga@comesa.int  

Tel: +260 971873343   

 

Namambo DELOT 

Press & Information Officer 

European Union  

Email: Namambo.delot@eeas.europa.eu 

Phone: +260 977 774603 
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